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U.S. PILOT KILLED CHASING

"FLYING SAUCER"

A strange object seen in the sky

over Kentucky has indirectly caused
the deathof CaptainThomasF. Man-
tell,of the U.S.Air Force,and has
revivedthe "flyingsaucer"reports.

ColonelGuy F. Hix, commanderof
Fort Knox airfield, Kentucky, spotted

the "saucer"from the airport'sob-
servationtower.

He watchedit through powerful

binocularsuntil clouds obscuredit.

He
described

it as beingumbrella

shaped,"abouthalf the apparentsize
of the moon," and

absolutely
white

exceptfor a streamerof red which
appearedto be

revolving.

He radioed three pursuit planes
whichwere aloftto examinethe ob-

ject.
Mantell

and the pilotsof the two
otherplanes,all of whichwerein
perfectcondition, gave chase.

Two pilots reported
thatevenat

15,000feettheywereunableto get
nearthe object,and they returnedto

land safelyat the airfield.

Meanwhilethey had lost sightof
Mantell,who had givenno radio
signalto accountfor his absencefrom
the formation.

Latera woman, on whosefarm Man-

tell's planehad crashed,reportedthat
she heardthe planeroaroverher
house,and thensaw it fallapartat
about tree-topheight.Mantellwas
killed instantly.

The two pilots who landed saidthey
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saw the strangeobjecthigh above
them when they were at 15,000feet,

but they,couldnot matchit for speed.

Highwaypatrol headquarters at
Elisabethtown,Kentucky, also report-
ed receivingcallsfrom personswho
had seen the object.Some said it
resembledan ice creamcone with a
littlefire at the bottom.


